
This is a great question!  There is one big thing that gets 
men side tracked during the fall...football.  As men’s 
leaders, we have to learn how to not bully or guilt our 
church’s men into coming to men’s ministry, but instead 
use this distraction as a way to entice the men to come.

There are many ways to do it, but here are two I have 
actually seen men’s ministries successfully use to reach 
men during the fall.

1.   Have a Tailgate Party.
The ability to stream football games on the internet 
makes it possible to watch a football game 
outdoors.  You could hold a tailgating 
party in your churches parking lot 
or some other neutral site pre-
game, and then watch the game 
via a projector together.   You 
could use an inflatable movie 
screen, or just hang a sheet 
against the side of a building. 
During halftime, you could deliv-
er a short devotional, pray together, 
and then watch the second half.

This is a great event to invite an unsaved friend to attend.  
It is also a great way to get the new guy at church who 
has yet to connect with the men plugged in and involved.  
Set up a grill, fire it up and grill away as you all cheer for 
your favorite team.

2.  Start A Fantasy Football League

Fantasy Football is extremely popular among men, so 
use it to your advantage.  Start a fantasy football league 
with the men in your men’s ministry. 

I have personally seen this help men build relation-
ships and get involved in their men’s ministry.  I attend 
a church plant, and when the church was just getting 
going, we were looking for ways to get the younger men 
to connect with the older men.   I asked my pastor if we 
could start a fantasy football league and he agreed.

We started the league, and quickly guys started bonding.  
Guys who had never spoken before started connecting 
after the service to discuss how their team was doing 
and to talk a little smack.  Slowly relationships started to 
develop.  I bought a trophy that is given to the winner 

at the end of the season, and the next season 
everyone is excited to try and get the tro-

phy in their house for the year, along 
with the bragging rights.  We are 

getting ready to draft in season 3 
of our league!  

Try forming a Fantasy League 
at your church.  I recommend 

doing a Dynasty League where 
you keep the same players every 

year...it makes it more fun and more 
of an investment from the men.  Order 

some pizza and wings and do a live draft together.  
It is a great way to connect the men together! 

We can’t make men feel guilty for liking football during 
the fall.  Instead, use it to reach men, connect new men 
into your group, and invite unsaved friends.  Don’t let 
football frenzy be a discouragement, make it an opportu-
nity to develop your group even more!

     I would love to come share a mes-
sage God has laid on my heart with your 
church or men’s ministry.  

     If you would like to have me come 
share about how God can help us over-
come the mountains that stand between 
us and His Promised Land for our lives, 
contact me at jamie@mantourministries.
com
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      One of the best things about going to a live sport-
ing event is the great (be it unhealthy) food they serve 
at the concession stand.  

     Each stadium offers different delicacies.  Take a 
look at some of these:

    The Washington Redskins satisfy every sweet and 
salty craving you have with chicken and red velvet 
waffles, drizzled with maple syrup and sprinkled with 
powdered sugar. 

     The Pittsburgh Pirates offer the Brunch Burger, 
which is a 60% beef, 40% bacon patty, and incor-
porates a fried egg with sharp cheddar cheese on 
top.  Slide all that in between a halved and toasted 
sprinkled donut and you’ve got yourself a mouth-wa-
tering cry for help.

     The Milwaukee Brewers offer “The Beast” which is 
a ballpark frank shoved inside a plump brat. It doesn’t 
stop there, however, as the hot-brat is then wrapped 
in bacon and stuffed inside a pretzel roll. Sprinkle 
some succulent sauerkraut on top, and voila—you 

have a beast.

     The Texas Rangers are not messing around when it 
comes to concessions at the ballpark, as evidenced by 
their introduction of the Boomstick—a hot dog the 
length of a baseball bat dripping with beefy chili, jala-
penos, nacho cheese, and onions.

     The Rangers also offer a three-
pound sourdough pretzel that 
has to be served in a pizza box. It 
comes with three dipping sauces.

     Finally, the Minor League 
Baseball team the Wilmington 
Blue Rocks offer the Sweenie Do-
nut Dog which is a Krispy Kreme 
donut serving as a mattress of 
sorts for the hot dog, raspberry 
jam, and bacon snuggling up in-
side. 

     These snacks are ok as an oc-
casional snack, but they can’t be a 
part of anyone’s steady diet!  Not if you want to live a 
healthy long life!

     As men’s ministry leaders, we all have to be care-

ful not to serve spiritual concession stand food to our 
men every week via nothing but outings and fun and 
games.  

     Men want to be fed healthy spiritual food when they 
come to men’s group.  They want to hear the truth.

     I have found in our busy 
chaotic life that men will 
not give up their free time 
to come to a men’s group 
that is all fun and games.   
They only make it a prior-
ity when they are learning 
things to help them grow in 
their walk with God.   

     Men don’t want their 
men’s group to be an adult 
version of the youth group.  
They don’t need to be hyped 
up.  They don’t want to be 
entertained.  What do they 
want?

    They want to be challenged.  Men thrive on chal-
lenges. 

     They want to be encouraged to grow.

    They want plain spoken truth and obtainable goals 
of how to apply the truth to their lives.

     Men want relationships.  

     They want to be mentored.  They want to have oth-
er men holding them accountable.   They want a band 
of brothers that they know have their backs.

     Men want to be godly husbands and fathers.  For 
many of them who grew up without a dad, they want 
to know how to become a godly man.  

     Our responsibility as men’s ministry leaders is to 
make sure we don’t fall into the trap of believing that 
men will only come out if the group is having fun or 
doing an outing.  While chili cook-offs and softball 
tournaments are great, like stadium concession foods, 
they need to be occasional treats, while our week to 
week diet consists of activities and lessons geared to 
helping men become all God created them to be.  

So I encourage you, find creative, fun ways to have 
spiritual fluff from time to time, but devote yourself 
to a weekly diet of solid, challenging, Bible-led meat 
for your men.

I am a huge believer that we, as men’s ministry leaders, need to be making opportuni-
ties available for our guys to go outside of the church walls and serve our communities.  
One of the goals of our Equip newsletter is to give you suggestions and ideas of innova-
tive ways I have seen other men’s groups successfully do this.

Recently I was speaking with a men’s leader, and he told me of a really great outreach 
his men did.  They contacted the booster club of the local high school and told them 
that the men’s group would volunteer to work the food concessions stand during the 
high school football teams Senior Night.  Usually the concession stand was run by the 
parents.  By volunteering to run the stand, it allowed the parents to have the night off 
and enjoy their children being honored on Senior night.

The leader told me how stunned and blown away the booster club was.  They were so 
impressed that this group of men wanted to do this for the parents.  It was a great wit-
ness to the booster club.  

What a great way to reach the community!  I would highly recommend any men’s group 
give this outreach a try as we endeavour to serve the community.

No matter where you came from, what you have done, or what you struggle with, God 
can use you! He can restore you. He can put you into the starting lineup and use you 
to change the world. Let’s stop believing the enemy’s lies. Join us as we review the game 
tapes of biblical examples to learn what plays they made, where they fumbled, and how 
we can gain the victory. It’s time to get in the game!

Get In The Game is a great resource for you to use in your men’s group this fall.  We 
have received many testimonies about how men loved this curricullum, how they 
worked ahead of their leader, and how it helped them grow in their walk with God.

Complete with Group Study Questions and an indepth workbook, Get In The Game 
offers you 14 weeks of powerful teaching to help your men grow both individually 
in their walk with God and as a group together.

Get your men’s group copies of Get In The Game.  

Group Rate:  $8 per book..a 45% Savings! (Plus shipping)


